
August 17, 2009 was an exciting 
day for Sister Cities Eldoret and 
Minneapolis as members of 
both communities stood for 
picture taking in front of the 
Eldoret Pumper Fire Truck. 
With shipment scheduled for 
September 24, 2009 the excite-
ment continued as all partici-
pants of the ILI Sister City Com-
mittee and Eldoret Council 
await delivery to the community 
of Eldoret Kenya this fall.  
Standing in for Minneapolis 
Fire Chief Alex Jackson was 
Assistant Fire Chief John 
Fruetel and the Fire Station 
crew of Station #17 in South 
Minneapolis.  This has been a 
collaboration between the City 
of Minneapolis Council, Min-
neapolis Fire Department, In-
ternational Leadership Institute 
Sister Cities Committee, EMO, 
Minneapolis Meetings, and ILI 
Eldoret citizens and community 
partners. Many thanks to Chief 
Jackson for seeing the vision 
and critical need of the Eldoret 
Council fire fighting department 
during their 2008 visit with 
former Eldoret Mayor Ruto.  
 
The Pumper Fire Truck holds 
500 gallons or 2000 liters of 
water and will include a ladder, 

a axe and several hoses for fire 
fighting.  It has seating room for 
five trained fire fighters. Several 
Minneapolis Fire Department 
personnel are eager to travel to 
Kenya to train trainers on how 
to use the truck and so that it is 
well maintained. As this has all 
been a volunteer project fund 
raising will need to occur to 
send training staff to Eldoret.  
From the beginning this project 
has been about relationships 
and continuing communication 
between Minneapolis and El-
doret. Thank you to all that 
helped make this a success. 

Minneapolis Fire Truck Goes to Sister City Eldoret 

 
SISTER CITIES INTERNA-
TIONAL ACTIVITIES during 
the summer of 2009 included 
celebrating with the City of Min-
neapolis its 151st Anniversary 
along with other Sister Citiesô 
sponsoring organizations.  Dur-
ing this City sponsored event on 
Nicollet Island, downtown Min-
neapolis, several Eldoret com-
munity member preformed for 
the audience attending that day.  
The Eldoret Group from Iowa  
preformed along with locals 
Joan Misoi and Jeanettee Bonit-
Kania of Minnesota. 

The Eldoret Group sang sev-

eral songs at Sister Cities Intôl 

event in Minneapolis. 7/09  

 

A congratulation letter from the 
new Honorable Mayor of El-
doret William Rono was read 
and delivered to the Minneapo-
lis Mayor, R. T. Rybak at the 
event. The ILI hosted a Eldoret 
display at the annual presenta-
tion. The large attending audi-
ence enjoyed hearing KiSwahili 
songs and eating lots of ice 
cream sundaes which were free 
to all.  
 
The ILI plans to participate 
again in 2010 along with the 
local Eldoret community.  
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Minneapolis Eldoret Sister Cities 
visitors and event participants this 
summer . 7/09  

The Eldoret Group from Iowa and 
Minnesota sang several songs from 
Kenya to the Sister Cities audience.  

Strong Sister Cities relationship: 
Pictured are Assôt Mpls Fire Chief 
John Fruetel and Peter Ole Sabay, 
ILI Eldoret Sister Cities Program 
Director. 8/09  


